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Souffriere for change of air. From thence, after having been three weeks without any return of fever, I came by sea to this place, where I relapsed the very day I arrived. I believe I was very near dying; I have, however, recovered, though I am by no means so strong as I was, and cannot yet bear to be exposed to the sun. The mortality among the troops has been dreadful, and still continues. When I was ill Major-General Hunter wrote to me that Marin Pedre, the commander of the Caribs and brigands of St. Vincent, had surrendered upon terms, and had brought in most of his men, so that tranquillity was nearly restored to the island. As Marin Pedre is an inhabitant of St. Lucia, and has great weight with the blacks here, I wrote to General Hunter that I should restore to Marin Pedre his property if he would undertake and succeeded in bringing in the brigands of St. Lucia. The General had informed me that since his surrender he had employed him repeatedly to return to the woods to negotiate with those who refused to surrender, that he had executed everything he had undertaken, and in every transaction with him had behaved with great honour.
His character in this island is extremely good. Before the war he was an industrious, honest man, and since the troubles he has behaved with moderation, and was the means of preserving numbers from the guillotine. He first took up arms because of the oppression of Sir Charles Gordon, who embarked about 300 people without cause, and then sent emissaries to agree with them for their release upon their paying certain sums according to their means. He and another black (Marinier) commanded the negroes in the woods till the arrival of Goyrand from Guadeloupe. Upon the armed force being organised he became Captain of Grenadiers, and served as such until General Stuart evacuated the island. Goyrand, soon after he was in possession of this island, sent considerable reinforcements to St. Vincent, among the rest Marin Pedre, whose influence among the negroes here they say he dreaded. Upon Pedre's departure he was appointed a colonel, and VOL. I                                                                Q